
OLVER ANNOUNCES $19 MILLION APPROVED BY HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE FOR BARNES AND WESTOVER
July 01, 1999

  

 Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved over                $19 million in funding for Barnes Air National Guard Base in Westfield,                and Westover Air Force Reserve Base in Chicopee.  The funding                was included in the FY '00 House Military Construction Appropriations                bill, and is expected to clear the House after the July 4th recess.                 A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due                by October 1, 1999, the beginning of the Fiscal Year 2000.              

Congressman Olver is Ranking Member (Top Democrat) on the Military                Construction Subcommittee on Appropriations and included the earmarks                in the legislation.              

œMy job is to improve the quality of life for our men and women                in uniform throughout Massachusetts, the nation and abroad,” Rep.                Olver commented. œIn that regard, I believe that the these projects                are essential to the quality of life for our military personnel                in western Massachusetts and worthy of this federal funding.”              

The following projects are included in the Fiscal Year 2000 Military                Construction Appropriations Bill: 

               Â $5.9 million for a new Base Supply Complex at Barnes 

               Â $1.233 million for a Army National Guard Readiness Support Facility                at Barnes 

               Â $3.933 million to complete the Army Aviation Support Facility                at Barnes 

               Â $4 million for the Military Entrance Processing Center (MEPS)                at Westover 

               Â $4.25 million for a Control Tower at Westover              

Congressman Olver met with Major Generals° Raymond Vezina and Richard                Platt of the Massachusetts National Guard and Col. Dan Swift of                the 104th Fighter Wing at Barnes, and with General James Bankers,                former head of the Air Force Reserve at Westover, to determine their                needs and discuss federal funding opportunities. Congressman Olver                and Congressman Neal worked closely together to identify priorities,                and to lobby for their respective military bases.              

Rep. Olver commented, œThese innovative projects will ultimately                cut costs because they streamline procedures, consolidate antiquated                equipment, and ensure military preparedness.” Olver continued, œWhen                American men and women volunteer to serve their country, we in Congress                have an obligation to ensure that their work environment is innovative                and secure, and that their quality of life is enriched.”              

œI will work closely with my colleagues in the Senate to ensure                that these projects are included in the final budget to be passed                later this year,” Olver continued.             
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